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1. A day as a Venezuelan student: Textbooks, 
teachers, curriculum

1. The Democratic School model: A four pillars 
framework

1. Rebuilding democracy from the education 
system: Recommendations on curriculum, 
instructional materials, governance, and 
teacher development
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1.
A day as a 
Venezuelan student

Photo: Ding Hongfa, 2026. 



Learning to calculate the area of 
land plots 

Discovering the Land and Agricultural 
Development Law, decreed by Chávez 
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A day as a Venezuelan student

Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Educación, 2013, p. 194, 195



Learning English by reading about the government's social programs 

5Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Educación, 2013, p. 34. 

A day as a Venezuelan student



For reflection and sharing

(...) 

"Why does the elderly woman thank 
President Chávez?"
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A day as a Venezuelan student 

Photo: Zacarías, 2014;  Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Educación, 2011, p. 120. 



+100M 62%
copies of the

Colección Bicentenaria
distributed by 2015

of pages in the 6th-grade
Social Studies book

dedicated to the Chávez 
government
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Instructional materials

Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Educación, 2016; Ramírez, T. 2012.
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Has anyone here had an 
experience like this, either as a 

teacher or as a student? 

Photo: tarazona, as cited in Martín, 2017 

Institutional Pressure to Teachers



Democratic Language 

"The development of values, 
attitudes, and virtues of full 
democracy"

Bolivarian Mandate

"Guards full 
correspondence with the 
political, social, and 
economic project of the 
Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela"

9MPPE, 2007, p. 18 & p. 54; Image: Pulido, D. 2016.

Indoctrination in the National Curriculum



Sources: ENCOVI (2023-2024) 10

Venezuela’s basic education subsystem fails to 
adequately promote the learning and exercise of 
democratic values through the way it structures and 
delivers democratic civic education.

When Civic Education Stops Building Democracy



2.
The Democratic 
School Model

Photo: Ding Hongfa, 2026. 



12Nathan, 2024.



3.
Rebuilding Democracy 
from the Education 
System
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Pendiente fuente de la foto



13Image generated by AI with ChatGPT 
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Short term

Image generated by AI with ChatGPT 

1. Teaching How to Teach Democracy
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Post-Pinochet Chile (1998)

Curricular reform integrated civic 
education across all subjects. Textbook 

language became 'ideological battles' 
resolved through pluralistic debate.

Medium term

Oteíza & Castro, 2019.

2. Redesign of Instructional Materials



Wages, time, and dignity2. Redesign of Instructional MaterialsMedium term

16Image generated by AI with ChatGPT 
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3. Democratizing School Governance

Strengthened Student Councils 

● Annual action plan with public 
accountability reporting

● Power to propose initiatives and 
organize assemblies

● Binding participation in school 
decision-making

Democratic School Council (restructured 
Consejo Educativo)

● Representatives from school 
leadership, teachers, students, 
families, and staff

● Binding authority over school climate 
and disciplinary norms

● Civic education planning and school-
level initiative prioritization

● Legal protection from external political 
interference

Medium term
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● The reform process must embody 
democracy

● It must learn from Chile’s 
curriculum reform, which 
succeeded only when they 
replaced expert-driven 
deliberation with genuinely open, 
multi-actor forums.

Long term

Picazo, 2007. 

National History

Competences for Deliberation, 
Dissent, and Tolerance

Cross-Curricular Axes

4. Reforming the National Curriculum
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Conclusion

Schools are not just places to 
learn math and literacy. They 
are where we can learn how to 
live together, to listen, to 
disagree with respect, and to 
build a better society.

Photo: UNICEF, 2019.
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Conclusion

The democracy Venezuela is searching 
for may be not only at the ballot box in 
the next elections, it may be forged in 
the classroom.  

Photo: Sequera & Aguilar, 2018.
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Conclusion

That is the power of curriculum, 
materials, the school environment, and of 
those who make it all real: 
teachers.

Photo: The MENTOR Initiative, 2023. 
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Extra slides
For possible questions



A day as a Venezuelan 
student 

XX

Learning rational numbers with arepas! 
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Structurally, the CNB adopts cross-curricular learning areas.

Articulates competences in critical thinking and civic 
participation.

Explicitly names citizenship education as a central goal. 

Its graduate profile lists values including pluralism, tolerance, 
equity, and cooperative work.

Ideologization of the curriculum



XX

Ideologization of the curriculum

Canon of independence 
figures used to justify 
socialist project, not 

open inquiry.

Process oriented toward 
"achieving the model of 

State set out in the 
Constitution." Participation 
is present, but its scope is 

defined by a political 
project established in 

advance.

Framed to 'reconstruct 
knowledge' within 21st-
century socialism. Ideas 

bounded by state 
ideology.



Protests against the instructional materials 
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